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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — WEDNESDAY, 3 DECEMBER 2014 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.15 pm] — without notice: 
I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as to enable — 

(1) The following variations to the order of business for Wednesday, 3 December 
2014 — 

(a) no motions on notice; and 

(b) no consideration of committee reports. 

(2) The Taxation Legislation Amendment Bill 2014 to proceed through all stages by no 
later than 9.45 pm on Wednesday, 3 December 2014. 

By way of explanation, this has been done in consultation with all the parties—the opposition, the Greens, the 
Shooters and Fishers Party and the National Party—to ensure that we conclude the Taxation Legislation 
Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2014 and Parliament rises tomorrow for the 2014 parliamentary year. I will move 
a motion to that effect tomorrow. Ideally, the bill will pass by 9.45 pm, but that does not mean that we have to sit 
until 9.45 pm. If the house can be efficient and all the questions can be answered in committee, we will rise 
earlier, ideally, before dinner. That is entirely up to the pleasure of the house. I am more than willing to answer 
any honourable members’ questions. Suffice to say, this has been done in consultation with all parties behind the 
Chair. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [5.16 pm]: We agree with the 
motion, but it has been drawn to my attention that we have dealt with this issue differently in the past—I did not 
think of this when the Leader of the House showed me the motion—by moving a motion that the house will rise 
for the session at the end of whatever the date and time are, and in our respective comments we have said that the 
purpose for doing so is because an agreement was reached behind the Chair that we will complete whatever the 
particular piece of legislation is. It has been put to me that actually putting the name of the piece of legislation in 
the wording of the motion could be seen as a gag. That is not something that we have normally done before, and 
I have been advised that it has not been the custom and practice of the house. Although we certainly agree with 
the motion, I would not want this phrasing to be seen as an indication that we are agreeing to introduce a gag 
mechanism to the Legislative Council. It is not something that this chamber has done before, and it is not a path 
that we should go down without careful consideration. Our intent is that we will achieve completion of that bill 
by that time, but I note that perhaps next time I would suggest a change to the wording of the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: I think a guillotine is probably more appropriate than a gag in this case. 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.18 pm]: The Greens also appreciate the comments made 
behind the Chair and support the motion before us. I was surprised to see the legislation named. I do not know 
whether it is possible to amend the motion now that it has been moved, but we would certainly support that. We 
support the Leader of the Opposition’s comments and the intent of the motion. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
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